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society having evidently broken down, so far as he
is concerned."

"There you are again," said Parry, "with your
crude rationalism! The point is that the social
habit has now become an instinct, and has there-
fore, as I say, imperative authority! No operations
of the reason touch it in the least"

" Well," rejoined Ellis, " I must say that it seems
to me very hard that a man can't rectify such an
important error. The imposition is simply mon-
strous ! Here are a number of fellows shut up in
society on the distinct understanding, to begin with,
that society was to help them to preserve their lives ;
instead of which, it starves them and hangs them
and sends them to be shot in battle, and they aren't
allowed to raise a word of protest or even to
perceive what a fraud is being perpetrated upon
them!"

" I don't see that it's hard at all," replied Parry;
"it seems to me a beautiful device of nature to
ensure the predominance of the better instincts."

" The better instincts ! " I cried, " but there is the
point! These instincts of yours, it seems, conflict;
in battle, for example, the instinct to run away con-
flicts with the instinct to stay and fight?"

" No doubt," he admitted.

" And sometimes one prevails and sometimes the
other?"

" Yes."

" And in the one case we say that the man does
right, when he stays and fights; and in the other
that he does wrong, when he runs away ? "

" I suppose so."